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Biographical notes of the speakers 

(Alphabetical order) 

 

Alexander Fanta 
 
Alexander Fanta is a Brussels-based journalist at Netzpolitik.org, a 
German news site that covers digital civil rights. Alexander writes 
about technology and digital policy-making in the European Union.  
 
 
 
 
 

He has used FOI requests across the globe to obtain information. Before coming to Brussels, he was a 
Journalist Fellow at the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, University of Oxford, and 
worked for the Swiss newspaper NZZ on an automation project. From 2011 to 2017, Alexander was a 
staff writer at the Austrian Press Agency (APA), where his beat included the OSCE and UN 
organizations in Vienna. He can be found on Twitter: @FantaAlexx 
 

Johannes Filter 

 
He uses technology as a tool for social progress and he is 
into open-source software. 
Johannes is an independent researcher, software developer 
and data analyst. His work is focused on human-computer 
interaction, machine learning and natural-language processing. 
Currently, he is freelancing. Besides, Johannes holds a master’s 
degree in computer science from the Hasso Plattner Institute 

in Potsdam, Germany. 

Johannes is an activist for more transparency in the public sector and he is part of the German open 
data and civic tech community. Together with FragDenStaat, he fights for Freedom of 
Information and he frequently participates in projects of the Open Knowledge Foundation Germany 
such as Code for Germany and Offene Gesetze. Because he still believes in the liberating effect of 
open-source software, he regularly contributes to it on GitHub.  

To generate knowledge, he blogs about tech in English. Also, he writes about his adventures with 
German freedom of information laws on the FragDenStaat blog. 
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Alvaro Gonzalez Pérez 
 
Álvaro is the Vice-President and External Relations Director 
of AEGEE / European Students’ Forum, one of the biggest 
youth organisations in Europe present in 40 countries 
around the continent.  
 
Álvaro has been working on the topics of youth participation 
and active citizenship since four years ago, which are in turn 

his main focuses in his work in youth civil society. 
 
As an activist and coordinator of the policy work of the association, Álvaro has been and is heavily 
involved in several youth-led advocacy practices and projects concerning topics ranging from climate 
change to youth mobility. Before starting his term in the board of AEGEE-Europe, Álvaro studied his 
Master’s Degree in European Studies in the KU Leuven university, where he specialised in identity. 

 

Wilma Haan  
 

She is Dutch and has been appointed in 2019 as CEO of Open State 
Foundation. She will succeed Arjan El Fassed, who managed the 
organization from 2013. 

 

 

Haan studied journalism at Zwolle and philosophy at Amsterdam University for some years. She 
worked as journalist and, after a few years, deputy editor-in-chief of the largest news site of the 
Netherlands, NU.nl. And she was managing editor news and digital journalism at the Amsterdam 
newspaper Het Parool. 

In 2015 Haan was “Nieuwspoort reporter” (named after the journalist’s club in The Hague) and wrote 
an essay on transparency in the political world of The Hague and the relation between parliamentary 
politics and the press. She is vice president of the Board of the Dutch Association of Journalists (NVJ) 
and specializes in innovation and freedom of press. 
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Rachel Hanna 
 
Access Info Europe is a human rights organisation established 
in Madrid in 2006 and dedicated to promoting and protecting 
the right of access to information. Activities include a mix of 
research and monitoring, standard-setting, law reform 
campaigns, and strategic litigation. Access Info also provides 
support and training for civil society and journalists. They have 
contributed to developing civil society activism on 
transparency in Europe, building a network of national 
organisations dedicated to securing increased transparency in 
practice. 

 
Rachel is Irish, and joined Access Info as a Legal Researcher and Campaigner in July 2019. 

She has a degree in Common and Civil law with Spanish studies from Queen’s University Belfast 
(2015), and a Master’s in International Human Rights Law, specialising in the rights of 
unaccompanied refugee minors. Rachel has both national and international human rights experience. 
In Belfast she worked with two local NGOs, promoting the rights of refugees and combating human 
trafficking. In 2017 she interned with the United Nations Executive Office of the Secretary General in 
New York where she worked within the Sustainable Development Unit focusing on the 
nationalisation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Rachel speaks English and Spanish. 

 

Eila Heikkilä 
Dr Heikkilä, from Finland, has worked in education supporting young 
people throughout her career.  
 
Her work in the sector of youth has focused on developing innovative 
models of vocational and lifelong learning in both in formal and 
informal settings.  
 
In her recent work, Dr Heikkilä has promoted policies preventing 
early school leaving, thus supporting inclusiveness and active 
participation of the young in society. Dr Heikkilä’s interest is to 
promote cross-border dialogue in education and civil society and to 

strengthen the young people’s perspectives for success and well-being. Dr Heikkilä has a Degree of 
Doctor in Education (International) from the Institute of Education, University of London.  
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Adeline Hulin 
 
Adeline HULIN is French and works for the UNESCO Brussels Office as a 
Project Officer on freedom of expression and media development. 
Before joining UNESCO, she worked for the Office of the OSCE 
Representative on Freedom of the Media in Vienna.  
 
Her educational background includes a PhD in Political Science from the 
University Paris II Panthéon Assas, a Master Degree in Journalism from 
the University Paris Dauphine and a BA in Political Science from the 
Bordeaux Institut d'Etudes Politiques. She authored a RSC Working 

Paper for the European University Institute, Statutory media self-regulation: beneficial or detrimental 
for media freedom and wrote the monograph Autorégulation des médias en Europe: impact, 
perspectives et limites. 
 

Assya Kavrakova 
She is Bulgarian and Executive Director of ECAS. 
 
Assya has 20 years of experience in senior management positions in 
the non-governmental sector, including skills to manage diverse 
portfolios of projects and activities. She has excellent leading abilities 
in managing full-time employees, as well as a wide variety of expert 
networks that are mission and product delivery oriented. She 
possesses in-depth knowledge of EU Funding Rules and Procedures, 

EU structural and Cohesion Policy, Schengen regulatory framework, EU external policy decision-
making, EU enlargement policy and leverage, European citizenship and Rights framework and EU 
civic participation formal and informal mechanisms.  
  
Assya has a Master’s degree in Law and another Master’s degree in European Studies. She has served 
as the Director of European Policies and the Civic Participation Program at the Open Society Institute 
(OSI-S) in Sofia, Bulgaria, from 2000 to 2012 and as a Public Policies and Outreach Director at the 
Democracy Network Program (DemNet) of the USAID before that. She was also the Executive 
Director of the Bulgarian branch of Transparency International. Assya Kavrakova is a German 
Marshall Memorial Fellow.  

 

Barbara Kijewska  
 
A political scientist, associate professor at the University of Gdańsk. 
The main area of research are political activity and gender equality. 
An expert of non-governmental organisations, manager of research 
and teaching projects in the areas of participation, civic education 
and women’s rights. 

 
 

 

http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/34047/RSCAS_WP_2014_127.pdf?sequence=1
http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/34047/RSCAS_WP_2014_127.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.u-paris2.fr/1430811353487/0/fiche___document/&RH=1164386910062
http://www.u-paris2.fr/1430811353487/0/fiche___document/&RH=1164386910062
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Magda Leszczyna-Rzucidlo 
 
Magda Leszczyna-Rzucidło, Phd, Project Coordinator SIA4Y on 
behalf of the Polish Economic Society branch in Gdańsk (project 
leader). 
 
EXPERIENCED PROJECT COORDINATOR for EU Interreg BSR 
projects, Nordic Council of Ministers, Erasmus+ projects and 
others; 
 
ACADEMIC LECTURER WITH PhD IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Research interests: Baltic Sea regional cooperation; regional policy, macroregional strategies, MLG, 
international relations, sustainable development in BSR, social economy and youth social 
entrepreneurship 
 
NGO ACTIVIST: Head of the International Secretariat of Euroregion Baltic. 
 

Matilde Manzi  

Matilde joined Transparency International EU in 2019 as the EU 
Election Coordinator.  

Prior to joining TI EU, Matilde worked for two years in a law firm 
specialised in European and Administrative law.  

Previously, Matilde worked at the European Commission, within the 
Unit Citizenship and Free Movement of DG Justice and Consumers, conducting legal research on 
election and electoral rights. Matilde studied European and Transnational Law at the University of 
Trento. She won a Jean Monnet Scholarship for her Master’s thesis on the non-contractual liability of 
the European Union for damages caused by its Institutions conducting research in London.  

 

Sylwia Mrozowska 
  
A political scientist, professor at the University of Gdańsk, 
manager of research and development projects. Her scientific 
interests are focused on public policies of the European Union: 
climate and energy policy, regional policy and youth policy. She is 
an expert of non-governmental organisations and scientific 
institutions, an evaluator of the European Commission (H2020), 
the National Agency for Academic Exchange (NAWA), the Science 
Fund of the Republic of Serbia. 
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Carina Paju 
 
Carina Paju is the Executive Director of Transparency International 
Estonia, the leading anti-corruption NGO in Estonia that 
specializes on a variety of issues from whistleblower protection, 
political integrity and public ethics to advancing open data. 
 
Carina is a development professional who's previous work ranges 
from M&E and consulting in conflict and post-conflict settings, 
foreign policy development, to analysis and research on social 

movements across the world. With experience from Concord Consulting in Denmark, the Permanent 
Mission of Estonia to the UN in Geneva during the Human Rights Commission and the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs of the Parliament of Estonia, she now dedicates her time advocating for greater 
transparency in Estonian policy development and leads projects on civic engagement and corruption 
prevention in Estonian local municipalities as well as the business sector. 
  
As part of an on-going initiative, Carina leads TI Estonia's efforts to advance the use of open data in 
Estonia, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice and Open Knowledge Estonia as well as other TI 
chapters in the Baltic region.  

Jean-Paul Pinon 
 
Jean-Paul, Belgian, promoted as a civil engineer in mechanics in 1980. His 
end of term paper on urban heating based on nuclear energy won two 
scientific prizes. He is fluent in French, Dutch, Spanish and English.  
 

For six years, he was Managing Director of a consultancy company 
specializing in energy (Amasco).  

When the Belgian federal regulator “Commission for the Regulation of 
Electricity and Gas” (CREG) was created in 2000, the government appointed him as a member of the 
Board in charge of the operation of the gas market, until 2007. He is joint-author of three books 
related to the energy market. From 2001 to 2005 Mr Pinon chaired the gas working group of CEER 
(Council of European Energy Regulators).  

From 2007 to 2012, CEO of two cultural organisation managing 15 cultural centres (a centre of 
seminars, students’ halls, etc.). Since 2007, chairman of a real estate company (ANO SA). 

Since 2012, he is CEO of WeCitizens, a citizens’ platform in Belgium, promoting transparency in the 
political field. 


